Minutes of Pyrus Crop Germplasm Committee Annual Meeting
Saint Louis, MO  July 25, 2009

Attendees:  Richard Bell (Chair), Joseph Postman (Ex-officio, Curator at NCGR-Corvallis), Kim Hummer (Ex-officio, Research Leader at NCGR-Corvallis), Sally Schneider (ARS National Program Leader – Horticulture), Mark Bohning (CGC Coordinator, National Plant Germplasm Laboratory), Gayle Volk (National Center for Genetic Resources Preservation), David Karp (pomologist and journalist).

Since we did not have a quorum, no official decisions were made, and it was proposed to organize a teleconference later in the fall.  

I.  New members:  A short discussion was held concerning possible new members.  Since Kate Evans, the new apple scion cultivar breeder/geneticist at Washington State University in Wenatchee, is interested in pear rootstock breeding, it was proposed that she be contacted.   
II. Next meeting: Meeting with the Malus and Prunus Crop Germplasm Committees in October in Wenatchee was discussed.  The feeling was that a teleconference would attract more members, but contact will be made with these committees to discuss future joint meetings.

III. Collection: Joseph and Richard will work on reviewing and revising the core collection.  Repropagation was also discussed.  Synonyms have been identified and will be culled.   
IV. GRIN Global: Joseph Postman updated us, stating that the project is moving ahead.  There will be a need to review the descriptor system and standard cultivars.  This would make the  system more compatible with the European database. 

V. Repository Budget: Salaries now take up 98% of the funds.  Budget projections indicate that there will probably be sufficient funds to meet the ARS requirement of $25,000 indiscretionary research funds per scientist for the next two of three years.  Irrigation has not been used to save money, but has resulted in small fruit size and poor budwood production.  

VI. Evaluation grant reports: 

2007 – Cydonia (quince) fire blight resistance.  Joseph Postman reported that there were 


some differences in susceptibility, but high levels of resistance were not observed.
2008 - Core Pyrus SSR genotyping and phenotyping.  New international standard SSR 


markers are being used.  A manuscript has been submitted.  Bloom date and fruit


phenotypic traits will be  done this  year.

2009 -  Resistance to postharvest pathogens.  A temporary technician has been hired to 


assist in the project and is being trained using apples.  Approximately 35 


clones (cultivars and breeding selections) will be evaluated for resistance to 


Penicillium (blue mold) and Botrytis (gray mold).
The call for  proposals for 2010 will probably be issued in September.

VII. Quarantine report: See attached report from APHIS.  This report summarizes virus indexing and thermotherapy activity.  

VIII. Priorities for new introductions:  The idea of a germplasm exchange with repositories in Europe was briefly discussed.  Joseph and Richard will try to write a proposal for 2010 funding.  The idea is to visit the National Fruit Trials collection at Brogdale, UK, the INRA collection in Angers, France, and the Belgian collection following the ISHS Congress next summer. 

IX. New publication: Joseph mentioned that Joan Morgan will soon be publishing a book on pear cultivars similar to her previous book on apples.   
