Contact:  Michele Esch, (202) 720-3684
NATIONAL GENETIC RESOURCES ADVISORY COUNCIL (NGRAC) MEETING ANNOUNCED
BATON ROUGE, LA, November 9-10, 2015 —The National Genetic Resources Advisory Council (NGRAC), a sub-committee of the National Agricultural Research, Extension, Education, and Economics (NAREEE) Advisory Board of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), is holding a meeting November 9-10, 2015, in Baton Rouge, LA. The meeting will focus on the conservation and utilization of livestock, aquatic and honeybee genetics; a discussion on genetic diversity and genetic vulnerability; and cross cutting issues related to genetic resources and Tribes. 
All NGRAC meetings are open to the public. 
The meeting will begin Monday, November 9, 2015, at 8:00 a.m. CST. The members will tour the Louisiana State University Aquatic Germplasm and Genetic Resources Center and the USDA-ARS Honey Bee Breeding, Genetics, & Physiology Lab between 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. All attendees must make a reservation prior to start of meeting to attend the tour. The meeting will end at 5:15 p.m. CST. 

On November 10, 2015, the meeting will begin at 8:00 a.m. and adjourn at 1:00 p.m.  
The NGRAC was established in March 1992, under the USDA Departmental Regulation 1043-8 as directed by Section 1632 of P.L. 101-624. The NGRAC was re-chartered in May 2011. In April 2012, the NGRAC was inactivated as a standalone entity and transitioned as a subcommittee of the NAREEE Advisory Board. The NAREEE Advisory Board was established by the Federal Agricultural Improvement and Reform Act of 1996, P.L. 104-127, Sec. 802. 

Meeting Location: 

Aquatic Germplasm and Genetic Resources Center

School of Renewable Natural Resources, Louisiana State University Agricultural Center 

2288 Gourrier Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70808 

You must register as an attendee by contacting Shirley Morgan-Jordan at shirley.morgan@ars.usda.gov or call (202) 720-3684. A draft agenda will be sent upon request. At the end of each meeting day, the floor will be open for public comment, or interested individuals may provide written comment for the public record postmarked by November 24, 2015. 

For additional information, please contact Michele Esch, Executive Director, REE Advisory Board Office, Room 320A, Whitten Building, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-0321, Telephone: 202-720-3684, Fax: 202-720-6199, or e-mail: michele.esch@usda.gov.
